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COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP — THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.58 pm]: I am proud to announce that 2015 marks the thirtieth anniversary of the 
Community Newspaper Group. When it first formed in 1985, the Community Newspaper Group brought together 
nine community newspapers under the following titles: the Guardian Express, the Wanneroo Times, the Stirling 
Times, the Eastern Suburbs Report, the Midland–Kalamunda Reporter, the Fremantle Gazette, the Comment News, 
the Southern Gazette and the Canning–Melville Times. Thirty years on, the number of local newspapers and titles 
under the Community Newspaper Group has almost doubled, which is a great testament of the success and 
popularity of our free local newspapers. The Perth electorate is serviced by one of the original titles on a weekly 
basis—the Guardian Express. I would like to congratulate the Guardian Express for its outstanding commitment to 
independent and unbiased local news reporting. I have lived and worked in the Perth electorate for many years and I 
can honestly say that I enjoy keeping up to date with my local community via the Guardian Express’s informative 
and comprehensive reporting. Delivered on a weekly basis to Leederville, Mt Hawthorn, Mt Lawley, Highgate, 
Northbridge and other neighbouring suburbs, the Guardian Express is supported by a strong and committed team of 
journalists and staff. I take this opportunity to congratulate current Guardian Express editor, Ms Denise Cahill, for 
her outstanding leadership; her predecessor, Ms Anne Gartner, who is currently the editor of the Stirling Times; and 
current Guardian Express journalists Ms Sophie Gabrielle and Ms Emily Baker. They are a hardworking, talented 
team, committed to the delivery of excellence for their community. Thirty years is a tremendous milestone I am 
sure that the whole team is thrilled to be part of such a fabulous organisation at such a special time. On a personal 
level, I would like to thank the Guardian Express and their team for their commitment to the Perth electorate and 
our local community. I look forward to continuing to work with them and I wish them all a happy thirtieth birthday 
and every success for a long and happy lifespan. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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